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Why are many slugs and
snails hermaphrodites?

Say it: Her = MAH - fruh - dite

What is a hermaphrodite?

Any organism that has male and female reproductive
organs. It is like if they are male and female at the
same time.

Many species are hermaphrodites. Even species that
usually have separate sexes can sometimes be born
with both male and female parts (even humansl! It is
natural although rare and the correct term for these
people is intersex).

Why are some species, like snails, hermaphrodites?

In less mobile species (slower species) or when it is
difficult to find a mate, it is better for a species to be a
hermaphrodite. They have a higher chance of finding a
mate (because they only need to find one other
animal, rather than an animal of the opposite gender)
and may even be able to have babies by themselves!
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MOLLUSCS

Octopus, Slugs, snails, clams,
squids limpets

mussels

Other !

scallops

This is a simple family tree of the MOLLUSCS. Slugs and snails are
cousins to the octopus and squids, and both are distant relatives of
clams and mussels. Think about your family tree. You share more
features with those closely related to you than distant cousins, just
like animals do. Draw out your family tree to help you visualise it!
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SLUG vs SNAIL

Which facts are true about a slug or snail

OR both?

FACT

1) in France, people eat them and
it is called escargot

2) Most species are generalists
(feeds on many different things:
leaves, lichens, mushrooms, and
even carrionl)

3) Some marine based species
can be predators and eat meat!

4) Matures (becomes an adult) in
about 1year

5) Garden species hibernate during
the winter

6) Has a top speed of 1 metre per
hour (and is the slower of the two)
7) Are hermaphrodites (both male
and female) and can self-
reproduce (make babies by itself)
8) Has more species in its group:
5000 types exist in the world
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Write your own poem here!

Share your creation with us by having your adult take a photo of
you and your insect and send it to us at facebook.com/wildeskdale
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Make the brightest, most colourful snail shell you canl!

Don't forget to draw in its body!
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ODE TO A SLUG

An ode is a word for a poem that talks to a specific subject

Think about what slugs do, eat, or are known for.
Then find words that rhyme to make your poem
sound good.

Slug rhyming words: bug, hug, mug, lug, rug, snug, shrug..

Slime rhyming words: climb, grime, lime, time..

Garden rhyming words: harden, pardon

For example...

| follow the slime as it climbs
Around, down, and up

Past the fence | am met
with the smug slug.

It munches and crunches, happily lunchesl!
On my lettuce plants.

Oh my dear now it's clear
my garden is now scant!
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From the View of a
Snail

Find a safe space like a garden or woods and then
crouch or lie down to get a SNAIL'S EYE VIEW!
Draw how it looks in the box below.

Share your creation with us by having your adult take a photo of
you and your insect and send it to us at facebook.com/wildeskdale
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SLUG AND SNAIL SURVEY

Let's do an experiment on where to find these
animals. First things first - we have to come up with
a hypothesis (an assumption) of where we will find
the most slugs and snails. Choose one below:

I will find more slugs and snails in damp places
OR
I will find more slugs and snails in dry places

Once you've chosen one, have a think about how to
prove or disprove it. What evidence can we collect to
show our assumption is true?

You have to not only show that there are slugs and
snails in one areaq, but you ALSO have to show that
there are fewer slugs and snails in the other. So
choose a damp place, and a dry place, and look for
the same amount of time in both. Count the
number you find in each area and compare the two.
What did you find? Do you have evidence to prove
what you thought?

Remember, in science, even not getting a result is
important! If you find nothing, consider why! Is it too
cold? Is there suitable food around? Have you ever
seen slugs and snails in these areas before?




